THE 

FIRST  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS 

OF 

TABERNACLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  Proposed  Tabernacle 
October  1909 


THE 

FIRST  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS 

OF 

TABERNACLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

JERRY  B.  COOPER        •        MARY  S.  KELLEY 


RALEIGH:  1974 
BYNUM  PRINTING  COMPANY 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/firstonehundredyOOcoop 


THE  FIRST  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS 
TABERNACLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


To  consider  the  history  of  any  organization,  one  must  first 
have  some  understanding  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  or- 
ganization was  formed.  To  do  this,  let  us  take  a  look  at  condi- 
tions in  Raleigh  in  the  year  1874.  Just  a  few  short  years  had 
passed  since  Raleigh  was  surrendered  to  the  North  just  prior  to 
the  end  of  the  Civil  War.  This  was  followed  by  the  recon- 
struction years  and  some  cruel  treatment  of  the  citizens  of  this 
area. 

The  Federal  government  had  the  Confederate  dead  which 
were  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  exhumed  and  the  bodies 
piled  along  the  street.  The  citizens  of  Raleigh  were  forced  to 
re-bury  these  bodies  in  the  Oakwood  and  City  Cemeteries  where 
you  can  still  find  the  Confederate  section  today. 

The  State  Capitol  was  run  in  a  deplorable  manner.  There 
are  still  chipped  places  in  the  steps  of  our  beautiful  capitol  which 
were  made  by  rolling  large  whiskey  barrels  in  and  out  of  the 
building  to  keep  the  open  bar  in  the  west  wing  supplied. 

Very  little  construction  was  going  on  here  in  Raleigh  although 
there  was  one  building  on  Fayetteville  Street  which  was  finished 
in  1874.  The  Briggs  building,  a  large  brick  building  which  has 
housed  a  hardware  company  for  many  years,  is  still  a  landmark 
known  to  many  as  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  left  on  Fayetteville 
Street. 

Under  these  conditions,  ten  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  who  were  also  working  in  a  mission  which  had  been 
established  just  a  few  months  before,  met  on  November  15,  1874, 
and  organized  the  Swain  Street  Baptist  Church  located  between 
Martin  and  Davie  Streets.  These  ten  hardy,  stalwart  Christians 
were  Jacob  S.  Allen,  Mrs.  Martha  Gorman  Allen,  Needham  B. 
Broughton,  J.  M.  Broughton,  Mrs.  Mary  Broughton,  Miss  Mattie 
Horton,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Holleman,  Henry  Mitchell,  and  William 
T.  Womble.  The  First  Baptist  Church  gave  the  new  church  its 
blessing  and  helped  with  the  organization  service.  The  presby- 
tery was  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  T.  H.  Pritchard,  Dr.  J.  D. 
Hufham,  Rev.  A.  F.  Reid  and  Rev.  L.  Britt  and  deacons  from  the 
First  Church. 

DR.  J.  D.  HUFHAM 
(1874-  1877) 

The  first  pastor  was  Dr.  J.  D.  Hufham  who  was  pledged  a 
salary  of  $500  per  year  at  the  organization  service.  Right  after 
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the  Church  was  organized,  they  purchased  a  lot  on  Swain  Street 
between  Martin  and  Davie  Street  and  immediately  contracted  to 
build  a  house  of  worship.  As  soon  as  they  had  gotten  in  the  new 
structure  they  had  a  series  of  services  conducted  by  Rev.  F.  M. 
Jordan.  The  crowds  at  this  revival  service  were  so  great  that 
there  was  not  room  for  all  to  come  into  the  house  of  God.  The 
church  set  about  to  enlarge  the  building  to  take  care  of  the 
crowds  and  on  March  15,  1875,  the  sound  of  hammers  could  be 
heard  and  the  building  rose  as  if  by  magic.  Jacob  S.  Allen, 
Sunday  School  Director,  took  charge  of  the  building  project. 
When  the  congregation  assembled  on  the  21st  they  found  the 
room  increased  to  double  its  original  size  and  yet  more  room 
was  needed. 

REV.  W.  R.  GWALTNEY 
(1877-  1884) 

The  membership  increased  Sunday  by  Sunday  and  the  at- 
tendance to  the  glorious  messages  given  by  the  pastor  combined 
with  the  steadfast  work  of  the  members  made  the  church  stronger 
under  trying  conditions.  On  December  2,  1878,  a  lot  was  pur- 
chased at  the  corner  of  Hargett  and  Person  Streets  known  as  the 
Julie  Peace  lot.  At  one  business  session  there  was  considerable 
discussion  about  whether  or  not  the  church  should  move  to  the 
new  location.  A  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  move  was 
defeated  by  a  small  majority.  One  month  later  the  subject  came 
up  again  and  there  was  still  discussion  as  to  whether  they  could 
afford  to  move.  The  argument  against  moving  was  strong  for  the 
simple  reason  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury  for  starting  a 
new  building.  The  driving  force  to  move  was  to  be  more  centrally 
located  to  better  serve  the  membership  and  carry  on  a  soul  win- 
ning program.  By  a  very  small  majority  the  church  voted  to 
make  the  move  and  erect  a  building  more  worthy  to  house  the 
work  of  God.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  events  in  the  history 
of  the  church  is  the  erection  of  this  building.  There  was  not  a 
penny  in  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building,  yet 
the  work  was  started.  No  one  knew  how  the  bills  would  be  met 
but  the  work  pushed  forward.  There  were  many  problems  that 
arose  and  the  ray  of  hope  grew  slightly  dim  at  times,  but  as  the 
bills  came  due,  the  money  was  on  hand  to  pay  them.  After  a 
hard  pull  for  three  years  the  building  was  dedicated  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  October  1881  with  a  seating  capacity  of  600  and  the 
Swain  Street  Church  became  the  Second  Baptist  Church.  All 
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of  this  building  program  was  under  the  leadership  of  the  second 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  R.  Gwaltney,  who  had  been  called  in  October 
1877.  During  his  pastorate  of  seven  years,  489  members  were 
added  to  the  Church. 


DR.  W.  A.  NELSON 
(1884-  1887) 

The  third  pastor  was  Dr.  W.  A.  Nelson  who  served  from 
December  1884  to  April  30,  1887.  Dr.  Nelson  was  a  strong  man 
of  God  who  expounded  the  word  of  God  to  his  flock  in  a  way 
that  made  them  stronger  in  their  Christian  walk.  His  service  was 
not  only  for  the  Church  but  for  the  community  as  well  as  he 
took  an  active  part  in  working  with  civic  needs  of  the  City. 
Under  his  pastorate  there  were  about  150  added  to  the  church. 
Dr.  Nelson  was  called  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Asheville. 

REV.  THOMAS  DIXON  JR. 
(1887-  1887 -Six  Months) 

The  fourth  pastor  was  Rev.  Thomas  Dixon  Jr.  who  served 
from  May  1887  to  November  1887.  Although  his  pastorate  was 
of  only  a  few  months'  duration,  his  colorful  personality  influenced 
many.  In  later  years  he  probably  became  the  most  famous  man 
ever  to  pastor  our  Church.  Some  very  colorful  stories  have  been 
told  regarding  Rev.  Dixon.  It  seems  that  his  father  was  also  a 
preacher  and  at  the  time  was  serving  some  small  church  out  in 
the  rural  area  near  Charlotte.  One  Sunday  morning  Mr.  Dixon 
was  ill  and  unable  to  fill  the  pulpit  of  his  church  so  he  sent  his 
son  to  tell  the  members  he  would  not  be  able  to  be  present. 
Well,  Rev.  Dixon  was  a  young  lad  but  had  taken  part  in  several 
debating  programs,  so  when  he  got  to  church  he  thought  what  a 
shame  for  them  not  to  have  a  service.  Rather  than  telling  the 
members  that  church  services  were  cancelled  he  stepped  into  the 
pulpit  and  directed  the  worship  and  proceeded  to  preach  a  rather 
strong  message  for  the  members.  His  father  didn't  know  what 
had  happened  until  the  next  service  when  the  members  were 
commenting  on  what  a  fine  job  the  lad  had  done  in  directing  the 
morning  worship. 

While  he  was  pastor  of  our  church,  his  sermons  drew  such 
large  crowds  that  some  considerable  changes  were  needed  in  the 
building.  At  that  time  the  pulpit  was  in  the  north  end  of  the 
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auditorium  located  at  the  point  which  is  now  the  dividing  line 
between  the  auditorium  and  the  Simms  classroom.  A  large  arch 
was  cut  in  the  wall  behind  the  pulpit  opening  the  auditorium 
and  Sunday  School  rooms  all  into  one  room  which  enabled  the 
full  seating  capacity  of  1200  to  be  utilized  in  the  sendee.  Al- 
though the  ones  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms  would  not  see  all 
of  the  service,  they  could  hear  the  messages.  Immediately  after 
this  the  name  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Tabernacle  Baptist 
Church.  After  leaving  Tabernacle.  Rev.  Dixon  went  on  to  serve 
churches  in  Boston  and  authored  several  books.  The  two  most 
famous  were  probably  "The  Clansman"  later  adapted  to  the  play 
"Birth  of  a  Nation"  and  "Leopard  Spots". 

DR.  G.  S.  WILLIAMS 

(1888  -  1889) 

Dr.  G.  S.  \\  illiams  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  became  pastor 
in  February  1888  and  served  to  October  1889.  A  mortgage  against 
the  church  proper ty  in  the  amount  of  S3, 000  was  paid  off  during 
this  time  through  the  vigorous  campaign  launched  by  the  pastor. 
Also  there  were  80  additions  to  the  church.  Dr.  Williams  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  a  church  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  While  he  was  pastor 
here,  the  church  organized  a  free  medical  dispensary  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Goodwin.  Free  dispensary  service  and 
medical  advice  were  given  one  hour  each  day  and  this  humani- 
tarian move  contributed  much  to  relieving  the  ills  of  the  un- 
fortunates of  the  community. 

DR.  J.  J.  HALL 

(1890-  1893) 

Dr.  J.  J.  Hall  became  pastor  in  February  1890  and  soon  after 
he  came  the  church  realized  it  must  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
seating  capacity*.  To  do  this,  the  main  auditorium  was  completely 
renovated.  The  pulpit  located  at  the  north  end  of  the  cross  was 
placed  in  an  alcove  on  the  east  side.  The  old  benches  were  taken 
out  and  opera  chairs  were  installed  in  their  place.  These  were 
installed  in  semi-circular  rows.  The  entire  floor  was  refmished  and 
a  large  vestibule  added  to  the  front  of  the  church.  The  brick  wall 
between  the  auditorium  and  Sunday  School  rooms  wras  taken  out 
and  rolling  walls  installed.  The  result  was  still  a  seating  capacity 
of  1200  but  nowT  all  were  able  to  see  the  sendee.  Completion  of 
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the  building  was  followed  by  a  week  of  revival  which  was  a  great 
success  and  considered  a  fitting  dedication  for  the  work  just 
completed. 

DR.  A.  M.  SIMMS 
(1893-  1900) 

The  seventh  pastor  was  Dr.  A.  M.  Simms  who  was  called 
from  a  church  in  McKinney,  Texas.  Dr.  Simms  was  considered 
one  of  the  most  successful  preachers  in  the  state  of  Texas  at  that 
time.  His  effectiveness  as  a  preacher  of  God's  word  did  not  di- 
minish upon  accepting  the  pastorate  here  but  seemed  to  mature. 
During  his  seven  years  of  service  here  there  were  504  added  to 
the  flock.  The  church  debt  incurred  from  the  previous  renova- 
tions was  considerably  reduced.  More  modifications  were  made 
in  the  pulpit  alcove.  A  new  organ  was  purchased  and  installed 
to  improve  the  music  ministry  of  the  church. 

Stained  glass  windows  were  added  to  the  auditorium  without 
indebtedness  to  the  church  as  they  were  handled  by  individuals 
and  church  groups  which  gave  them  as  memorials.  It  is  noted 
here  that  these  are  not  the  stained  windows  that  we  now  have 
as  modifications  later  required  their  replacement. 

Discipline  of  the  church  members  was  very  real  all  through- 
out the  early  days  of  the  church.  One  Sunday  while  Dr.  Simms 
was  pastor,  the  Board  of  Deacons  requested  the  church  remain 
after  the  congregation  had  been  dismissed,  at  which  time  Br. 
Holleman  urged  the  members  that  were  in  arrears  to  pay  up  as 
promptly  as  possible  that  the  church  might  meet  her  obligations 
to  the  pastor  and  Miss  Reid. 

DR.  W.  D.  HUBBARD 

(1900-  1903) 

The  eighth  pastor  was  Dr.  W.  D.  Hubbard  whose  wife  is 
still  a  member  of  our  church.  Under  his  pastoral  care,  the  church 
was  as  strict  about  members  supporting  the  work  of  the  church  as 
at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  church.  Many  members  were 
dismissed  for  lack  of  support.  It  was  not  so  much  the  amount  that 
the  members  contributed  but  their  unwillingness  to  support  either 
financially  or  through  their  service  that  caused  them  to  be  dis- 
missed. 

During  his  pastorate  the  church  had  a  mortgage  on  it  for 
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$3,000  which  they  could  not  meet.  The  mortgage  holder  de- 
manded payment  which  forced  them  to  borrow  from  a  finan- 
cial institution  to  pay  off  the  former  mortgage  holder. 

Dr.  Hubbard  was  a  young  pastor  when  he  arrived  and  used 
the  energy  of  his  youth  to  carry  on  a  strong  ministry.  He  made 
splendid  use  of  many  of  the  outstanding  preachers  of  the  South- 
ern Baptist,  by  inviting  them  from  many  sections  of  the  country. 
The  records  show  that  preachers  were  invited  from  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Georgia,  Florida  and  others. 

Although  the  records  do  not  show  the  total  number  of  people 
who  were  added  to  the  church,  they  do  show  a  net  increase  dur- 
ing his  pastorate  of  55  even  with  the  tight  control  of  the  mem- 
bership. In  addition  to  the  increase  in  membership,  the  church 
approved  an  expansion  of  the  building  by  adding  the  west  wing, 
provided  it  could  be  done  without  indebtedness  to  the  church. 
His  resignation  was  submitted  on  January  18,  1903. 

DR.  J.  C.  MASSEE 
(1903  -  1908) 

Dr.  Massee  accepted  the  call  after  much  prayer  and  delibera- 
tion and  began  his  work  on  June  7th.  The  building  program  au- 
thorized under  Dr.  Hubbard  was  completed  in  October  1903. 
We  are  unable  to  determine  exactly  how  much  was  added  but 
the  changes  included  roll  up  blinds  to  be  used  as  a  means  of 
dividing  the  large  addition  into  smaller  rooms  for  use  in  the 
Sunday  School. 

Probably  Dr.  Massee  had  about  as  rough  a  time  with  the 
general  citizenry  as  any  pastor  we  had.  In  September  1903  the 
press  of  the  city  published  articles  attacking  Dr.  Massee.  The 
church  made  it  clear  they  were  behind  their  pastor  100  percent 
and  showed  the  problem  was  a  matter  of  misinterpretation  of 
what  the  pastor  had  said.  The  reason  for  this  feeling  against  Dr. 
Massee  can  probably  be  summed  up  by  the  firm  stand  he  took 
against  many  of  the  places  of  business  that  were  staying  open 
on  Sunday.  The  church  backed  him  to  the  fullest  as  shown  in  a 
resolution  calling  for  all  the  members  to  refrain  from  supporting 
places  of  business  and  entertainment  which  were  open  on  Sunday. 
The  resolution  especially  urged  our  own  members  by  example 
and  influence  to  promote  the  observance  and  sanctity  of  the  Lord's 
Day  and  that  in  this  matter  they  strive  earnestly  to  keep  them- 
selves void  of  offense  toward  God  and  man. 

On  the  night  of  February  6,  1904  the  church  was  almost 
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destroyed  by  fire.  The  following  resolution  approved  by  the 
church  shows  what  happened. 

" Whereas  on  the  night  of  February  6th  1904,  the  basement 
of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire, 
and  promptly  upon  alarm  being  sent  in,  the  Fire  Department 
responded  and  extinguished  the  flames  which  had  already  become 
a  serious  menace  to  the  entire  building.  By  their  timely  inter- 
vention, and  in  the  providence  of  God  the  house  was  saved  from 
burning  and  even  from  serious  damage. 

' 'Therefore,  the  Tabernacle  Church  desires  to  express,  and 
does  hereby  express  in  formal  way,  its  sincere  appreciation  of 
the  labors  of  these  gentlemen,  and  we  commend  most  heartily  the 
promptness,  efficiency  and  faithfulness  of  the  Raleigh  firemen. " 

It  is  not  recorded  but  is  noted  that  the  fire  station  was  close 
by,  being  located  on  the  corner  of  Hargett  and  Blount  Streets. 
This,  of  course,  brings  another  point  to  mind.  The  pastor  had 
been  very  much  interested  in  getting  the  firemen  who  were  not 
on  duty  to  attend  Sunday  School  and  Church  services  but  had 
not  been  too  successful.  One  morning  he  entered  the  fire  station 
and  challenged  the  men  to  agree  to  attend  Sunday  School  if  he 
could  climb  the  brass  firemen's  pole.  Much  to  their  amazement 
he  climbed  it  and,  of  course  they  were  in  Sunday  School  next 
Sunday. 

It  was  also  about  this  same  time  that  the  church  adopted  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  there  would  be  a  roll  call  of  all  male 
members  made  at  each  business  session  and  that  three  consecu- 
tive absences  would  give  cause  to  be  cited  for  failure  in  Christian 
duty.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  members  who 
miss  two  communion  services  be  cited  before  the  church  for 
proper  action.  As  the  church  celebrated  its  30th  annual  meeting 
there  was  a  roll  call  of  members  in  the  order  of  the  year  they 
joined  beginning  with  five  of  the  charter  members.  This  roll  call 
showed  773  on  roll. 

A  desire  to  enlarge  the  church  in  1905  failed  to  materialize 
when  the  architects  told  them  what  they  wanted  could  not  be 
done  within  reasonable  cost.  So  they  went  ahead  with  just  some 
minor  changes  which  included  but  were  not  limited  to  removing 
partition  between  the  church  auditorium  and  the  Sunday  School 
room  and  replacing  it  with  a  movable  partition.  The  residence 
on  the  lot  west  of  the  church  was  moved  to  the  west  line  of  the 
property  and  a  paved  entranceway  was  made  from  Hargett  Street 
to  a  new  vestibule  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Church  audi- 
torium. Also,  combination  gas  and  electric  light  fixtures  were 
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placed  in  the  auditorium  and  Sunday  School  rooms.  All  of  this 
and  more  was  accomplished  for  $1,924.70. 

With  all  of  this  work  going  on  the  church  still  continued  to 
function  as  a  church  for  there  were  211  people  added  to  the 
church  during  the  year.  On  May  24,  1908,  pastor  Massee  re- 
signed to  accept  a  call  to  a  church  in  Chattanooga.  During  his 
five  years  as  pastor  the  total  membership  was  increased  by  345 
and  totalled  1025  at  the  time  of  his  resignation.  It  was  a  most 
gracious  church  that  he  left  and  we  quote  from  the  minutes  im- 
mediately after  his  resignation. 

"He  has  been  called  to  go  through  fiery  trials  while  in  our 
midst.  He  is  a  brave  and  courageous  man,  thinking  for  himself, 
often  ahead  of  his  times,  and  fearless  in  the  expressions  of  his 
belief.  Of  bold  and  vigorous  speech  he  has  sometimes  been  mis- 
understood and  unjustly  criticized.  He  has  been  fearless  and 
aggressive  in  his  denunciation  of  wrong  and  in  his  attacks  upon 
institutions  of  evil  in  our  community.  As  a  direct  result  of  this 
course  he  has  won  the  unhesitating  hatred  of  numbers  of  corrupt 
and  depraved  men  and  women  who  have  hounded  him  and  his 
good  name  with  repeated  slanders  and  threats,  hesitating  not  in 
their  wicked  hatred  to  attack  the  holiest  things  of  life.  But  God 
has  kept  him  scathless  and  preserved  the  integrity  of  his  Christian 
character  in  the  midst  of  it  all;  and  men  of  righteousness  have 
loved  him  for  the  very  enemies  he  has  made.  In  his  leaving,  this 
city  loses  one  of  the  strongest  and  bravest  champions  of  civic 
and  social  righteousness  that  has  ever  been  in  its  midst." 

DR.  A.  J.  MONCRIEF 
(1908-  1911) 

The  tenth  pastor  was  Rev.  Adiel  J.  Moncrief  who  began  ser- 
vices November  5,  1908,  coming  to  this  church  from  Forsyth, 
Georgia. 

The  fact  that  the  church  had  failed  in  its  attempt  to  make 
some  major  changes  in  the  exterior  as  well  as  the  interior  of  the 
church  during  the  building  program  1905  did  not  stop  the  dream 
of  a  greater  Tabernacle.  It  was  still  the  dream  of  many  of  the 
members  to  make  changes  similar  to  those  desired  in  the  earlier 
plans.  On  May  30th  the  plans  to  make  the  remodeling  were  re- 
vealed. The  architect,  J.  M.  Kennedy,  submitted  the  building 
plans,  and  on  this  date  the  committee  was  authorized  to  proceed 
to  raise  the  money  and  make  the  improvements.  The  remodeling 
project  was  a  tremendous  task  which  entailed  many  changes  in 
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Tabernacle  is  proud  of  its 
pastors.  Most  of  the  history  is 
written  around  the  pastors 
terms  of  service.  Although  a 
pastor  cannot  build  a  strong 
church  without  working  lay- 
men, a  church  is  usually  no 
stronger  than  its  pastor. 
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not  only  the  appearance  but  also  the  efficiency  of  the  building. 
The  work  included  the  addition  of  several  feet  of  space  in  the 
east  alcove,  much  space  on  the  west  end  of  the  auditorium,  a 
new  vestibule  on  the  south  west  corner,  a  complete  change  in 
the  outward  appearance  giving  the  building  the  general  appear- 
ance that  it  has  today.  The  completion  of  this  work  resulted  in 
a  completely  remodeled  auditorium  at  a  cost  exceeding  $25,- 
000.00.  The  result  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  church  audi- 
toriums anywhere  to  be  found.  A  new  pipe  organ  was  installed. 

The  dedication  of  the  new  sanctuary  was  a  memorable  day. 
There  were  over  1500  in  attendance  at  each  of  the  three  services 
held.  Speakers  for  this  occasion  were:  Dr.  J.  W.  Lynch  of  Dur- 
ham, Former  Governor  Robert  B.  Glenn,  and  Rev.  J.  J.  Hall  of 
Fayetteville,  a  former  pastor  of  Tabernacle.  The  afternoon  service 
was  a  service  of  donations.  Three  thousand  dollars  was  raised 
in  three  minutes.  During  the  afternoon  and  night  services  a  total 
of  $13,602.00  was  contributed  or  pledged  toward  the  building 
fund.  The  goal  for  the  day  was  $25,000.00,  which  was  the  cost 
of  the  work  done. 

Rev.  Moncriefs  work  continued  until  September  24,  1911, 
when  he  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  church.  During  his  three 
years  of  service  a  debt  of  $11,500.00  was  dissolved  except  some 
$2500.00  which  was  merged  into  the  building  debt  with  an  in- 
debtedness of  $22,000.00  at  the  time  he  resigned.  During  his 
ministry  $31,872.96  was  contributed  to  all  causes;  205  members 
were  added.  The  building  program  and  major  changes  in  the 
financial  program  were  attributed  to  the  aggressive  leadership 
of  a  stalwart  man  of  God. 

DR.  C.  E.  MADDRY 
(1912-1916) 

The  eleventh  pastor,  Dr.  C.  E.  Maddry,  came  to  the  church 
on  December  13,  1911.  Unfortunately  many  of  the  church's 
records  covering  this  period  are  not  available  but  through  the 
the  cooperation  of  several  members  and  what  printed  records 
that  are  available  we  are  able  to  determine  some  of  the  work 
that  took  place. 

Dr.  Maddry  later  wrote  in  his  autobiography,  "The  four 
and  one-half  years  at  Tabernacle  were  fruitful  in  the  service 
of  Christ's  gospel  and  at  the  same  time  were  years  filled  with 
hard  work  and  much  travail  of  soul  in  trying  to  be  a  faithful 
minister.  Substantial  progress  was  made  in  all  phases  of  the  work. 
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There  were  many  organized  classes  which  were  great  factors  in 
the  life  of  the  Church.  They  were  evangelistic  agencies  and  did 
much  to  boost  the  attendance  at  every  service.  R.  N.  Simms  and 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Moseley,  organized  the  first  Baraca  Class  in  the 
State  and  the  class  has  had  an  honorable  and  remarkable  part 
in  the  life  and  work  of  the  church." 

Several  other  classes  are  mentioned  but  especially  the  unique 
"Infant  Class"  taught  for  half  century  by  "Mr.  Joe  and  Miss  Ida 
Weathers".  This  class  was  the  pet  and  pride  of  the  church.  Your 
attention  is  called  to  some  photos  on  display  showing  the  size  of 
some  of  the  classes  that  promoted  from  this  group. 

There  were  few  automobiles  in  Raleigh  at  this  time  and  the 
pastor  had  to  walk  when  making  house-to-house  calls.  Tabernacle 
being  a  church  of  its  size  had  former  members  scattered  widely 
in  other  states  and  frequently  Tabernacle  was  called  on  in  the 
time  of  sorrow.  This  meant  many  trips  out  of  town  in  addition 
to  the  local  work.  The  work  load  was  heavy  for  one  man  with 
the  only  other  paid  workers  being  the  choir  director  and  organist. 

During  two  revivals  held  during  his  pastorate  there  were 
eighty  odd  additions  for  each  meeting.  The  pastor,  deacons, 
Sunday  School  teachers,  and  leaders  of  women's  work  went 
afield  for  the  lost,  and  the  results  were  highly  satisfactory.  In 
addition  to  holding  the  pastoral  job  Dr.  Maddry  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  raise  funds  to  build  a  church  building  on 
Wake  Forest  College  campus. 

He  continued  his  work  here  until  the  spring  of  1916  at  w7hich 
time  he  accepted  a  call  to  University  Church,  Austin,  Texas. 
Dr.  Maddry  continued  work  for  his  Master  for  many  years  and 
held  places  of  responsibility  with  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
here  in  Raleigh  in  later  years. 

DR.  WESTON  BRUNER 
(1916-1923) 

In  1916  the  Church  called  its  twelfth  pastor,  Dr.  Weston 
Bruner.  Under  his  leadership  the  ministry  of  the  church  was  ex- 
panded inasmuch  as  the  city  was  divided  up  in  five  districts  with 
a  small  group  of  deacons  being  responsible  for  the  church  mem- 
bers in  that  district.  This  program  kept  the  members  in  close 
contact  with  the  church. 

The  church  also  participated  in  several  great  evangelistic 
meetings  under  Dr.  Bruner.  One  such  meeting  was  known  as 
"The  Scarborough  Meeting".  This  city-wide  revival  was  con- 
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ducted  by  Dr.  L.  R.  Scarborough  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  in  which 
Tabernacle  took  a  leading  part  in  setting  up  the  meeting. 

Sunday  morning,  September  29,  1918,  the  church  was  to 
begin  a  series  of  services  but  the  Board  of  Deacons  called  off 
the  meeting.  The  reason  —  an  epidemic  of  Spanish  influenza. 
Although  critical  in  nature,  this  brought  about  one  of  the  finest 
bits  of  work  the  church  ever  accomplished,  for  the  church  open- 
ed an  emergency  kitchen  serving  soup  and  light  diet  to  patients. 
A  press  report  of  this  accomplishment  follows:  "An  emergency 
kitchen  to  serve  soup  and  a  light  diet  for  influenza  patients  who 
are  needy  or  who  are  helpless  by  reason  of  incapacity  of  the 
entire  family  through  sickness  will  be  established  at  the  Taber- 
nacle Baptist  Church  today,  October  18,  1918.  The  ladies  of 
the  church  with  a  few  men  held  a  meeting  with  the  pastor  yes- 
terday afternoon  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  N.  B.  Broughton  to  con- 
sider details  of  the  kitchen.  Miss  Rosa  Broughton  is  general 
chairman  and  Commissioner  A.  H.  Mooneyham  will  undertake 
to  deliver  the  soup  to  those  who  cannot  send  to  the  church. 
The  ladies  will  be  ready  to  begin  serving  at  noon  and  will  con- 
tinue until  2  o'clock.  There  will  be  no  lines  drawn  in  the 
benevolent  undertaking.  No  creed  or  race  will  be  recognized  but 
all  who  desire  will  be  gladly  served.  Those  coming  for  soup 
should  bring  a  vessel  in  which  to  carry  it  away.  They  should 
come  to  the  basement  entrance  of  the  church.  In  order  that  the 
ladies  may  have  some  idea  of  the  number  to  be  served,  those 
applying  for  the  soup  are  urged  to  make  known  the  request  by 
calling  one  of  the  following  phone  numbers,  398,  1121,  891R, 
1876  or  1506  as  soon  after  10  o'clock  as  possible.  While  the  in- 
auguration of  this  undertaking  is  to  be  supported  by  the  fellow- 
ship fund  of  the  church,  donations  are  earnestly  requested,  par- 
ticularly in  the  way  of  chickens,  milk,  rice,  and  Irish  potatoes. 
Lamb  and  beef  for  broth  would  be  acceptable  also.  If  ladies  of 
the  city  wish  to  volunteer  their  services,  Dr.  Bruner  added,  they 
should  phone  Miss  Rosa  Broughton  or  the  pastor.  The  need  is 
exceedingly  urgent.  There  are  many  homes  where  every  member 
of  the  familv  is  ill." 

From  a  later  issue  of  the  paper  we  find: 

"During  the  worst  part  of  the  influenza  epidemic  in  this  city, 
the  emergency  kitchen  of  the  Tabernacle  Church  served  2,210 
homes  which  was  an  average  of  about  85  dailv.  The  kitchen  was 
open  for  four  weeks.  During  the  long  period  of  "Dumb"  churches, 
says  Dr.  Weston  Bruner  in  expressing  an  appreciation  for  the 
good  work  done  in  the  kitchen,  I  rejoice  that  the  good  women 
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had  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  sick  and  suffering  through 
the  loyal  service  of  the  emergency  kitchen.  Besides  serving  over 
2,000  people  we  also  had  the  privilege  of  supplementing  the  sup- 
plies at  the  two  hospitals  daily  during  the  entire  time  they  were 
open.  I  wish  to  give  expression  of  appreciation  for  the  magnificent 
services  rendered  by  the  noble  women  of  our  church  who  were 
assisted  by  the  gracious  aid  of  a  large  number  of  women  from 
other  churches  in  the  city.  We  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the 
aid  rendered." 

The  regular  meetings  were  curtailed  until  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber at  which  time  there  were  many  expressions  of  thanks  for  the 
goodness  of  God  to  our  church.  The  flu  epidemic  was  followed 
by  a  long  period  of  severe  weather  which  meant  the  church  was 
greatly  hampered  in  its  work.  In  an  effort  to  bring  the  church 
together  again  there  was  a  series  of  social  events  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

Throughout  the  years  at  Tabernacle  music  as  rendered  by 
the  choirs  has  played  an  important  part  in  the  worship  services 
of  the  church.  Dr.  Edwin  Gleeson  from  Meredith  College  served 
the  church  well  as  choir  director.  A  special  Bible  conference  was 
held  January  16-23  with  Dr.  W.  B.  Riley,  Dr.  A.  C.  Dixon,  Dr. 
W.  Leon  Tucker  and  Professor  George  Dibble,  the  Gospel  tenor 
soloist.  There  was  some  controversy  over  the  fact  that  Dr.  Riley 
was  not  a  Baptist  but  the  conference  went  on.  All  pastors  from 
throughout  the  city  were  invited  to  attend.  The  audiences  were 
large  and  interest  good. 

Tabernacle  took  an  active  role  in  the  $75,000,000  campaign 
by  pledging  $65,000  over  the  three  year  plan.  Not  only  did  the 
church  make  the  pledge  but  paid  it.  This  was  done  even  during 
a  time  of  terrible  economic  depression  and  even  though  the  old 
Church  debt  was  let  ride  without  much  reduction.  Under  hard 
times  such  as  this  the  church  operated  missions  in  the  south  area 
of  the  city  and  established  another  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Riley  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Massee  were  contracted  to 
hold  another  eight  day  revival  at  our  church  in  1922  and  what 
a  success  it  was.  In  addition  to  this  revival  the  church  took  active 
part  in  the  series  of  evangelistic  meetings  held  at  City  Auditorium 
by  Dr.  George  W.  Truett,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  During  these  revivals  and  evangelistic  meetings 
the  church  had  a  visitation  committee  chaired  by  Brother  Joe 
Weathers.  The  records  show  that  during  a  period  from  January 
1  to  April  1  there  were  614  visits  contacting  1402  members  plus 
59  non-members.  With  this  type  of  visitation  program  followed 
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The  Church  is  exceedingly  proud  of  the  stained  glass  win- 
dows in  our  main  sanctuary.  These  windows  are  of  a  design  and 
nature  that  make  them  no  longer  available.  The  round  window 
shown  above  depicting  Christ's  conversation  with  the  rich  young 
ruler  is  the  design  that  won  first  prize  at  the  New  York  World 
Fair.  In  the  past  ten  years  all  of  our  stained  glass  windows  have 
heen  completely  releaded  and  some  additional  support  rods  used 
to  reinforce  them.  Recently  all  of  them  have  heen  covered  with 
glass  storm  windows  which  will  afford  additional  protection.  The 
windows  are  all  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  faithful  servants  who 
have  worked  in  the  church.  These  windows  were  all  installed  in 
the  1911  remodeling. 
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up  by  evangelistic  services  what  could  a  fine  church  do  but  grow 
and  grow  it  did.  It  also  took  a  great  interest  in  the  young  churches 
it  fostered.  Committees  were  appointed  to  check  on  various  oc- 
casions as  to  the  growth,  work,  and  welfare  of  the  church. 

The  work  of  the  WMU  continued  strong  during  Dr.  Bruners 
years  of  service.  During  the  month  of  November  1922  they  re- 
ported 478  church  visits,  50  hospital  visits,  17  prison  visits,  flowers 
sent  77  times,  trays  83  times,  60  pieces  of  clothing,  5  days  of 
personal  work,  one  load  of  wood,  341  copies  of  literature,  $31.90 
worth  of  food,  six  days  of  nursing,  religious  sendees  held  at  pen- 
itentiary nine  times,  talks  to  unconverted  six  times,  organized  a 
WMU  and  Sunbeams  at  Southside  and  organized  a  WMU  at 
Leesville. 

DR.  CHARLES  L.  GREAVES 
(1923-1927) 

x^fter  six  years  of  marvelous  service  and  leadership  Dr.  Bruner 
resigned  and  the  church  called  its  thirteenth  pastor,  Rev.  Charles 
L.  Greaves,  D.  D.,  who  came  to  the  church  with  splendid  ability. 
He  was  systematic  and  business-like  in  the  business  part  of  the 
work  of  the  church.  He  was  a  preacher  of  rare  charm  and  power, 
practical,  instructive  and  inspiring.  He  had  the  shepherd  heart 
and  loved  the  people.  The  congregation  grew  steadily  under  his 
ministry.  During  his  service,  the  church  realized  the  need  for 
more  space  in  the  Sunday  School  and  in  two  Sundays  pledged 
$28,454.49  toward  the  construction  of  the  40  x  50'  two  story 
building,  dedicated  as  the  Weathers  Building. 

Although  he  was  a  man  of  failing  health  and  sometimes 
seemed  as  though  his  voice  would  fail  him,  the  placing  of  the 
radio  microphone  for  the  radio  broadcast  in  front  of  him  seemed 
to  give  him  renewed  strength  and  the  realization  that  he  was 
preaching  to  such  a  great  number  encouraged  him  on  to  deliver 
messages  that  were  heard  and  appreciated  all  over  the  state.  This 
great  man  of  God  through  his  eloquent  method  influenced  many 
for  the  cause  of  Christ  Letters  were  received  from  across  the 
state  in  appreciation  for  the  fine  ministry  of  this  man. 

The ,  50th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  church  was 
observed  November  15,  1924.  This  was  marked  bv  the  erection 
of  an  appropriate  memorial  tablet  to  the  memory  of  ten  con- 
secrated men  and  women  who  organized  the  church.  The  oc- 
casion was  used  to  challenge  the  members  to  a  worthy  emulation 
of  those  whose  vision  and  sacrifice  made  possible  this  church. 
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The  passing  of  Dr.  Greaves  came  rather  suddenly  in  Novem- 
ber 1927.  He  was  pastor  for  five  years.  An  example  of  the  re- 
sponse to  his  ministry  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  219  members  were 
added  in  1924  and  151  in  1925.  Also,  Dr.  Greaves  baptized  26 
on  the  Sunday  before  his  death. 

DR.  E.  GIBSON  DAVIS 
(1928-  1931) 

The  fourteenth  pastor,  Dr.  E.  Gibson  Davis  began  his  service 
here  on  March  11,  1928.  He  came  to  us  from  Mt.  Airy.  Though 
his  length  of  service  was  only  a  little  over  three  years,  they  were 
very  fruitful  years.  The  church  organization  was  strong  and  ac- 
tive. Sunday  School  attendance  reached  1000  per  Sunday.  The 
six  point  record  system  was  adopted  by  the  Sunday  School.  A 
new  group  was  organized  under  his  leadership.  This  fine  group 
of  young  girls  was  known  as  '  'Greaves  Girls  Auxiliary"  with  a 
beginning  membership  of  12  who  had  promoted  out  of  the  Sun- 
beam Band. 

The  B.  Y.  P.  U.  group  was  an  active  element  of  the  church 
work  in  training  church  members  to  be  better  Christian  workers. 

The  finances  of  the  church  ran  into  difficulty  during  this 
time  as  the  members  of  Tabernacle  were  not  immune  to  the 
effect  of  the  1929  depression.  It  was  through  the  determined 
effort  of  the  church  leaders  that  a  major  crisis  did  not  occur. 
During  this  time  when  things  were  so  hard,  the  church  was  an 
active  organization  in  helping  the  needy  of  our  community, 
especially  those  of  our  membership.  This  work  was  carried  on 
by  a  special  committee.  The  worth  of  this  service  rendered  could 
never  be  measured  in  money  but  the  benevolent  attitude  with 
which  it  was  rendered  could  be  surpassed  only  by  the  deed  of 
the  Good  Samaritan.  Dr.  Davis  resigned  in  1931. 

DR.  FORREST  C.  FEEZOR 
(1931  -  1943) 

Dr.  Forrest  C.  Feezor  came  to  us  from  Second  Baptist  Church 
of  Liberty,  Missouri.  The  church  budget  for  the  first  year  1932 
was  $26,000.  This  was  increased  to  $39,730.41  for  his  final  year 
of  1942.  The  increase  was  well  spread  over  the  general  expenses. 
The  largest  increase  was  in  debt  retirement.  The  church  mem- 
bership grew  from  1775  at  the  time  of  his  coming  to  3216.  This 
marvelous  increase  came  through  steady  increase  throughout  his 
ministry.  It  was  recorded  that  "We  have  no  discord,  no  dissen- 
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sions,  and  no  factions.  We  are  able  to  arrive  at  a  wise  conclu- 
sion and  unanimously  put  it  into  effect." 

Attendance  became  so  great  in  Sunday  School  that  there  was 
not  room  to  house  them.  Another  building  was  undertaken  which 
added  an  education  building  located  on  the  west  side  of  the 
church.  This  was  dedicated  as  the  Carroll  Building.  During  this 
same  period  the  under-pinning  of  the  main  structure  was  strength- 
ened and  the  old  part  of  the  church  was  rewired  to  conform  to 
the  building  code.  Included  in  this  was  ventilating  equipment 
of  the  main  auditorium. 

In  1938  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peyton  Brown  ended  15  years  of  ser- 
vice as  choir  director  and  organist  to  go  to  employment  in  another 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  served  faithfully  in  such  an  exemplary 
manner  that  only  those  who  were  present  can  be  fully  aware  of 
it.  The  records  show  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Luther,  all  working  in  the  choir,  returned  their  salary  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Since  Mr.  Brown's  return  to  the  city  he  has  continued 
to  serve  his  church  and  others  in  the  same  Christian  attitude  as 
expressed  before.  Mrs.  Gladys  Sutter  whom  we  all  know  as  our 
church  organist  was  recommended  to  that  capacity  by  Mr.  Brown 
and  the  church  elected  her  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  leav- 
ing. Truly  her  36  years  of  service  to  Tabernacle  has  meant  much 
to  the  church  and  to  those  who  have  come  and  gone  through  the 
years.  Her  service  and  musical  ability  are  a  tremendous  asset  to 
our  church. 

Every  facet  of  the  church  work  became  stronger  and  grew 
under  Dr.  Feezor's  leadership.  At  the  time  he  left  the  church  in 
January  1943,  the  nation  was  still  in  the  midst  of  the  Second 
World  War  and  Tabernacle  was  very  active  in  ministering  to 
the  military  personnel  who  came  to  the  City.  The  church  was 
operating  a  servicemen's  center  located  in  the  frame  building 
immediately  west  of  the  main  church  building.  During  1944 
over  2000  men  came  through  with  the  majority  of  them  spend- 
ing the  weekend  and  having  breakfast  on  Sunday  morning  and 
a  good  number  attending  Sunday  School  and  worship  services. 
This  center  continued  to  function  even  after  the  end  of  the  war, 
ministering  to  men  who  would  stand  in  line  three  to  five  hours 
just  to  get  the  chance  to  come  to  Raleigh.  Of  those  who  came 
some  showed  signs  of  battle  not  only  physically  but  also  bearing 
the  mental  strain,  but  all  were  appreciative  of  the  warm  welcome 
offered  by  such  a  center.  Our  church  was  greatly  blessed  by  op- 
erating this  type  of  service  to  men  who  were  in  such  great  need 
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of  knowing  that  people  cared.  This  fine  service  continued  until 
1946  at  which  time  it  was  closed. 

Dr.  Feezor  answered  a  call  from  Broadway  Baptist  Church, 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas  in  January,  1943  where  he  served  for  many 
years.  Even  today  in  his  retirement  Dr.  Feezor  is  still  an  active 
witness  for  the  Master. 

REV.  L.  BUNN  OLIVE 

It  cannot  be  overlooked  that  a  fine  minister  such  as  Rev.  L. 
Bunn  Olive  served  so  faithfully  as  supply  pastor  of  Tabernacle 
from  February  1  to  July  1,  1943.  During  this  same  time  he  was 
still  associated  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Certainly,  though 
short  in  time,  the  fine  service  of  Rev.  Olive  was  of  great  value  to 
the  church  keeping  the  program  on  the  rise  rather  than  feeling 
the  usual  slump  so  characteristic  of  periods  between  regular 
pastors.  Later  he  became  the  first  pastor  of  Forest  Hills  Baptist 
Church  mentioned  later. 

DR.  FOREST  ORION  MIXON 
(1943-  1951) 

The  sixteenth  pastor  was  Dr.  Forest  Orion  Mixon,  who  came 
to  us  from  a  pastorate  at  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Tifton, 
Georgia.  He  was  born  April  16,  1900  and  received  his  Ph.D. 
degree  from  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky.  He  began  his  service  on  the  first  Sunday,  July 
1943.  For  the  new  pastor  the  church  purchased  the  Arrington 
home  at  809  North  Person  St.  for  $13,500.  The  period  of  time 
which  Dr.  Mixon  served  was  a  time  of  change  not  only  for 
churches  but  for  general  business  and  economic  conditions,  for 
shortly  after  his  coming  the  church  saw  the  end  of  the  strife 
known  as  the  Second  World  War  and  the  world  looked  forward 
to  a  time  of  peace. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Mixon  the  church  continued 
growing.  There  was  a  note-burning  service  on  October  13,  1945, 
which  left  most  of  the  buildings  free  of  debt.  This  was  a  major 
accomplishment  for  a  growing  church  which  was  expanding  in 
areas  of  service  and  adding  new  organizations  to  its  program 
which  gave  strength  and  guidance  to  the  members. 

John  D.  Holmes  was  called  to  serve  as  Director  of  Music  and 
Young  Peoples'  work,  July  1946.  Joyce  Wheeler  became  church 
hostess  January  1948  and  served  until  1964  when  she  retired 
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due  to  her  health.  The  bell  tower  chimes  were  purchased  and 
dedicated  in  1950  with  an  appropriate  plaque  being  erected  in 
the  church  auditorium  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  rostrum. 
Mission  work  was  an  important  part  of  the  church.  A  new  church 
known  as  Forest  Hills  Baptist  was  organized  with  81  members 
from  Tabernacle  being  included  as  charter  members.  In  addition 
to  this  there  were  two  additional  mission  territories  assigned  to 
Tabernacle.  These  were  Longview  Gardens  and  the  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Hospital  area,  both  of  which  were  established  as  churches 
with  Tabernacle  continuing  to  help  with  their  financial  support 
until  the  early  1950's. 

As  with  most  churches  there  comes  a  time  when  some  fric- 
tion develops  between  different  groups.  Tabernacle  is  not  free 
from  this  mark  and  must  record  in  its  history  a  time  of  such  dis- 
sension. Such  a  time  arose  as  Dr.  Mixon  resigned  to  become 
president  of  Chowan  College  in  July  1951.  Under  such  condi- 
tions the  church  called  a  preacher  out  of  retirement  as  interim 
pastor. 


DR.  J.  A.  ELLIS 
(1951  -  1956) 

Our  seventeenth  pastor  was  Dr.  J.  A.  Ellis  who  along  with 
his  wife  came  to  the  church  September  5,  1951.  This  man  of 
God  had  a  mission  to  fill  as  he  continued  to  serve  as  interim 
pastor  until  1956.  The  church,  of  course,  changed  it  from  interim 
pastorate  to  regular  pastor  after  about  seven  months.  He  won  the 
hearts  and  love  of  the  members  and  served  in  a  special  way  to 
bind  up  the  wounds  that  had  been  incurred.  His  easy-going 
manner  combined  with  his  strong  faith  in  God  and  Christian 
love  for  his  fellow  man  did  wonders  to  bring  the  church  together. 
When  touchy  subjects  were  being  discussed  he  somehow  man- 
aged always  to  bring  the  discussions  to  a  conclusion  that  was  ac- 
ceptable to  both  sides. 

He  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  building  program  well 
under  way  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  education  building 
with  a  nice  serviceable  chapel  being  later  dedicated  in  his  honor. 
In  his  tenure  as  pastor  the  Sunday  School  was  further  graded 
into  numerous  departments.  Some  of  these  had  to  meet  in  the 
Hugh  Morson  High  School  located  across  the  street  from  the 
church  on  Person  Street  until  the  new  building  was  completed. 

Dr.  Ellis  had  some  fine  men  working  with  him.  Mr.  Melvin 
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McClelland  of  Wake  Forest  College  served  as  director  of  Senior, 
Youth  and  Junior  choirs  from  1952.  Frank  L.  Perry  served  as 
Educational  Director  of  the  church.  Under  his  direction  the 
church  instituted  further  grading  of  both  Sunday  School  and 
Training  Union.  This  additional  grading  system  caused  a  healthy 
climate  which  added  much  vitality  to  the  organizations. 

In  1954  it  was  realized  that  the  two  frame  houses  must  come 
down  and  a  new  educational  building  was  erected.  Much  con- 
sideration was  given  to  the  type  of  structure  that  would  best 
suit  the  needs.  Not  only  must  the  utilization  be  considered  but 
since  this  would  front  even  with  the  original  structure,  consid- 
eration of  design  must  be  considered.  A  plan  was  approved  and 
the  two  dwellings  removed.  Construction  of  the  new  building 
was  well  under  way  when  Dr.  Ellis,  who  had  been  in  bad 
health  for  some  time,  resigned  in  1956.  Many  fine  characteristics 
of  this  man  are  remembered.  He  was  a  peacemaker.  His  sermons 
were  truly  inspired  as  he  said  many  times  he  would  enter  the 
pulpit  with  a  prepared  message  but  would  totally  change  it  by 
the  time  he  started  to  preach. 


DR.  JAMES  S.  POTTER 
(1956-1959) 

Dr.  James  S.  Potter  with  his  wife  and  three  children  came 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  in 
July  1956.  The  membership  welcomed  them  with  warmth  and 
enthusiasm.  Dr.  Potter  came  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Statesville  where  he  had  had  a  successful  ministry  for  ten  years, 
being  active  in  the  civic  and  religious  activities  there. 

Dr.  Potter,  a  North  Carolinian,  a  graduate  of  the  New  Han- 
over High  School  in  Wilmington,  received  his  higher  education 
from  Wake  Forest  College  with  a  B.  A.  degree  in  1941  and  his 
Th.  M.  degree  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  also  studied  for  another  year, 
serving  as  Fellow  in  the  Department  of  Theology.  In  1964  Wake 
Forest  College  conferred  upon  him  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 

Dr.  Potter  began  his  new  ministry  with  vim  and  dedication. 
While  Dr.  J.  A.  Ellis  was  pastor,  plans  had  been  made  to  re- 
model sections  of  the  church  building,  build  a  chapel,  a  new  edu- 
cation building,  and  staff  offices.  The  Carroll  home  and  the  Youth 
Building  had  been  torn  down  and  ground  was  broken  on  August 
14,  1955,  for  the  new  buildings.  Various  loans  had  been  made, 
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including  $175,000.00  through  the  Raleigh  Building  and  Loan 
Association  in  January  1956.  So  Dr.  Potter  had  the  responsibility 
and  privilege  or  carrying  out  the  building  projects.  The  education 
building  and  staff  omces  were  completed  and  well-furnished,  the 
dining  hall  and  a  modern  equipped  kitchen,  and  the  commodious 
chapel  added  to  the  efficiency  or  the  church  life.  Later  the  sanc- 
tuary was  air-conditioned  and  other  improvements  were  made  by 
paving  a  parking  lot  back  of  the  church.  A  correlated  church  pro- 
gram was  inaugurated,  and  a  Family  Night  supper  was  held  in 
the  dining  hall  every  Wednesday  night  before  prayer  meeting. 

On  February  20,  1957,  Hal  Shoemaker  with  his  wife  and 
twin  children  came  from  the  Ardmore  Baptist  Church  in  Winston- 
Salem  to  the  Tabernacle  to  be  Education  and  Music  Director.  He 
was  educated  at  Mars  Hill  College,  Appalachian  Teachers  Col- 
lege, and  Salem  College,  and  he  soon  organized  seven  choirs  and 
entered  into  the  educational  activities  of  the  church.  With  Dr. 
Potter,  he  was  instrumental  in  remodeling  the  choir  loft  in  the 
sanctuary  and  purchasing  a  new  Baldwin  electric  organ.  (The 
old  pipe  organ  was  given  to  Campbell  College.)  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shoemaker  were  capable  and  enthusiastic  leaders  and  an  inspira- 
tion to  all,  so  it  was  with  regret  of  the  members  when  they  left 
in  1960  to  follow  Dr.  Potter  in  Charlotte. 

During  this  time,  Mrs.  Gladys  Sutter,  a  gifted  musician,  was 
organist.  She  had  training  under  Peyton  Brown  of  Raleigh  and 
Dr.  Harry  Cooper  of  Meredith  College.  Dr.  Potter  also  had 
efficient  and  capable  staff  members  to  help  with  his  ministry. 

In  the  fall  of  1956  under  the  Department  of  Evangelism,  Dr. 
Potter  went  to  Alaska  for  two  weeks  on  a  mission  crusade.  He 
was  also  elected  to  the  Sunday  School  Board  in  1957.  (Since 
leaving  the  church,  he  has  continued  active  in  denominational 
work.) 

In  1956  under  the  sponsorship  of  Thomas  G.  Bashford, 
Lee  Pridgen  (Raleigh  Baptist  Associational  Missionary),  Frank 
Perry  (Tabernacle  Education  Director),  and  Dr.  Potter,  a 
Fellowship  Sunday  School  was  organized,  sponsored  by  the  Ra- 
leigh Association  with  Mr.  Bashford  as  director.  The  mission  was 
named  The  Fuller  Mission  in  honor  of  J.  W.  Fuller,  a  de- 
ceased deacon  who  had  been  missionary  in  spirit  and  action. 

On  April  26,  1959,  the  church  accepted  with  regret  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  Potter  to  take  effect  in  June  as  he  had  accepted  a 
call  to  the  Pritchard  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte. 
During  the  three  years  of  Dr.  Potter's  pastorate,  there  had  been  a 
spirit  of  enthusiasm,  harmony  and  dedication.  He  had  an  excel- 
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lent  speaking  voice,  and  his  sermons  were  well-developed  and  in- 
spiring. Mrs.  Potter  was  a  charming  helpmate  and  an  asset  to  his 
ministry.  Dr.  Potter  was  innately  an  evangelist  and  he  was  able 
to  reach  many  people  in  a  spiritual  and  helpful  way  in  the  church 
and  in  Raleigh.  He  endeavored  to  fill  a  special  place  in  life. 
Once  he  wrote  in  The  Record,  "I  now  find  myself  caught  up  in 
a  new  urgency  to  do  my  best  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  as  a  preacher 
of  the  message  of  salvation.  I  want  my  little  years  to  count  for 


DR.  JAMES  F.  HEATON 

We  come  to  our  Centennial  Celebration.  A  hundred  years 
ago  ten  consecrated  Christians  came  running  and  huilded  them 
a  Tabernacle  where  they  could  fulfill  the  Great  Commission  in 
their  own  Jerusalem,  Raleigh.  This  year,  1974,  the  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church  commemorates  the  endeavors  and  mission  of  all 
those  Christians  who  have  gone  before,  spending  a  hundred 
years  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

Dr.  James  F.  Heaton  is  the  pastor  of  this  historic  church. 
He  came  in  October,  1959,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  from  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  where  he  had  been  pastor  for  five  years.  Dr.  Heaton, 
a  Missourian,  received  an  A.B.  degree  from  William  Jewell  Col- 
lege in  Liberty,  Missouri,  a  Th.M.  degree  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  an 
Honorary  Doctorate  of  Divinity  degree  from  William  Jewell. 
Mrs.  Heaton  is  also  a  highly  trained  helpmate  with  degrees  from 
Baylor  University  at  Waco,  Texas,  and  the  Carver  School  of 
Missions  in  Louisville.  In  addition  to  Tulsa,  Dr.  Heaton  had  had 
pastorates  at  Hardin,  Jefferson  City,  and  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Also  he  had  served  two  years  as  chaplain  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  So  the  Tabernacle  was  grateful  for  and  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing this  distinguished  and  dedicated  couple  as  their  Christian 
leaders. 

During  the  fifteen  years  as  pastor,  Dr.  Heaton  has  had  an 
efficient  staff  to  help  in  the  ministry  of  the  church.  In  1961 
Robert  W.  Poole  followed  Hal  Shoemaker  as  Assistant  to  the 
Pastor  and  Minister  of  Music.  The  church  welcomed  with 
pleasure  Mr.  Poole,  his  wife  Pearl,  and  their  two  young  sons  to 
their  native  state  and  into  the  membership.  Mr.  Poole,  a  grad- 
uate of  Louisiana  College,  studied  two  years  at  New  Orleans 
Theological  Seminary  and  later  rceeived  a  Master  of  Music  de- 
gree from  the  School  of  Church  Music  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
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Seminary  in  Louisville.  And  Mrs.  Poole  since  coming  to  Raleigh 
tas  received  a  Doctor  of  Education  degree  from  N.  C.  State 
University  at  Raleigh. 

The  music  has  been  a  vital  part  of  the  worship  service.  Mrs. 
Gladys  Sutter,  a  talented  musician,  has  been  organist  since  1938. 
Mrs.  Donald  Miller  directed  the  elementary  choirs  for  several 
years.  A  men's  chorus  was  organized  in  1964,  new  choir  robes 
were  purchased,  an  anonymous  gift  of  chimes  wTas  received  in 
1969,  and  a  memorial  gift  of  Schulmerich  handbells  was  given 
in  1974.  Mr.  Poole  organized  a  handbell  choir  which  is  partici- 
pating in  the  worship  service  during  the  centennial  celebration. 
Mr.  Poole  has  a  beautiful  tenor  voice,  and  he  and  the  choir  have 
rendered  spiritual  and  uplifting  anthems,  oratorios,  festival  and 
holiday  music  for  many  occasions.  This  music  has  instilled  in  all 
a  worshipful  mood  in  the  services. 

Since  the  centennial  brochure  does  not  permit  coverage  of 
all  the  sendees  of  the  staff  and  dedicated  people  who  are  a  part 
of  the  life  of  the  Tabernacle,  only  a  few  are  mentioned  briefly. 
The  church  has  had  excellent  education  directors.  J.  C.  Price 
came  in  1964  as  Education  Director  and  remained  until  1970. 
He  and  his  wife  were  active  in  all  the  church  organizations  and 
promoted  the  work.  The  Tabernacle  regretted  their  leaving  for 
work  in  a  Washington,  D.  C.  church.  Ted  Coleman,  a  man  of 
great  ability,  came  in  1971  but  left  for  work  elsewhere  after  a 
few  months.  Since  August,  1972,  the  church  has  had  Ed  Barron, 
who  is  studying  part-time  for  a  degree  from  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  at  Wake  Forest.  Mr.  Barron  and  his  wife,  Sue,  and 
two  children  are  dedicated  and  effective  workers.  Mr.  Barron 
has  vim  and  zeal  and  creative  ideas  and  has  won  all  ages  with 
his  friendly  personality.  Mrs.  Bennett  Straughn  has  been  the 
capable  church  secretary  since  1957.  Mrs.  Howard  Cooke  has 
handled  the  finances  with  business  acumen  since  Mrs.  J.  Ussery 
left  in  1961.  Mrs.  Joyce  Wheeler  resigned  as  hostess  due  to  her 
health;  Mrs,  T.  G.  Brady  has  been  the  efficient  hostess  since 
1964.  James  Walton,  Lonnie  Walton,  and  Mrs.  Goldie  Massen- 
burg  have  also  been  capable  and  faithful  employees  for  many 
years. 

There  are  others  who  have  given  cooperation  and  service  as 
leaders.  Mrs.  Heaton  has  given  herself  as  a  leader  and  inspira- 
tion in  every  phase  of  the  church  activities.  Bennett  Straughn 
has  been  the  enthusiastic  and  talented  director  of  the  Training 
Union  for  manv  years,  and  Miss  Cletus  Speagle  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  library,  which  provides  spiritual,  historical,  and 
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geographical  needs  of  the  church.  Jerry  Cooper  has  been  the 
efficient  church  clerk  since  1961.  The  senior  and  junior  deacons, 
the  directors  of  the  various  Sunday  School  departments,  the 
Women's  Missionary  Union,  the  Brotherhood,  the  Vacation  Bible 
Schools,  and  auxiliary  organizations  —  all  have  cooperated  to 
render  service  and  spiritual  leadership. 

Dr.  Heaton  has  chosen  some  of  the  most  prominent  Christian 
pastors  to  hold  revivals  every  year.  During  his  pastorate  four 
members  have  been  ordained  and  one  licensed  for  the  ministry. 
Tabernacle  ordained  Thomas  G.  Bashford,  who  became  in  1961 
the  full  time  pastor  of  the  Fuller  Memorial  Baptist  Church  now 
located  at  800  North  Bloodworth  Street;  ordained  Marshall 
Crane,  Jr.,  1966;  and  licensed  Waverly  Atkins  1963.  Members 
of  Tabernacle  ordained  by  other  Baptist  Churches  were  Charles 
Lloyd  1960  and  Claude  J.  Benner  1963.  Several  members  have 
become  missionaries  at  home  and  in  foreign  fields.  Miss  Virginia 
Miles  is  a  Director  of  Nursing  and  Education,  a  program  which 
she  established  in  a  hospital  in  Kediri,  Indonesia.  Jane  Luther 
Compton,  a  member,  and  her  husband  Alan  first  went  to  San- 
tiago, Chile,  but  later  they  were  transferred  to  Mexico  City 
where  Mr.  Compton  is  a  Consultant  of  Mass  Communications 
for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  works  with  Baptist  Missions 
and  conventions  through  radio  and  television  in  the  South  Amer- 
ican countries. 

During  Dr.  Heaton's  ministry,  the  church  has  made  out- 
standing achievements.  The  pastors  home  on  Person  Street  was 
sold  and  the  money  was  used  to  put  air  conditioning  in  the  edu- 
cation building;  the  Mae  Reynolds  and  Mattie  Woodard  homes 
on  Person  Street  were  purchased,  dismantled,  and  parking  lots 
were  made;  the  dining  hall  was  named  Carroll  Hall  in  honor 
of  E.  C.  Carroll  whose  widow  gave  their  home  and,  at  her 
death,  gave  $13,730.57  to  the  church;  in  1961  the  beautiful  and 
commodious  chapel  was  named  the  Ellis  Memorial  Chapel  in 
honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ellis.  Modern  equipment  was  pur- 
chased for  the  nursery,  parking  lots  were  paved,  and  in  1974  a 
new  $10,000  bus  was  bought  for  use  of  the  many  organizations. 
Moreover,  the  huge  amount  of  money  borrowed  for  the  building 
projects  back  in  the  fifties  has  been  reduced  to  $31,000.00. 

Tabernacle  has  always  been  a  pioneer  in  Sunday  School  work 
for  it  was  bred  in  the  spirit  in  the  early  days.  N.  B.  Brough- 
ton,  one  of  the  founders,  was  interested  in  all  the  activities  of 
the  denomination,  but  Sunday  School  work  was  specially  dear 
to  his  heart.  For  years  he  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 
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Sunday  School  Board  o£  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
a  member  of  the  International  Sunday  School  Association,  so  he 
brought  the  best  and  latest  methods  to  his  own  church.  Also, 
once  the  Tabernacle  had  the  largest  church  membership  of  any 
Baptist  church  in  the  state.  This  is  not  true  now  since  the  church 
has  suffered  the  fate  of  downtown  Raleigh  itself  as  business  and 
residents  have  moved  to  the  suburbs  where  shopping  centers  and 
subdivision  homes  have  enticed  the  old  and  new  Raleigh  people. 
Naturally  the  new  suburban  churches  have  attracted  members. 
Also,  there  have  been  more  than  four  hundred  deaths  among  the 
Tabernacle  members  in  the  last  fifteen  years.  But  numbers  do 
not  necessarily  count  in  the  Tabernacle.  It  is  still  a  large  church 
with  some  seventeen  hundred  members  who  stand  staunch  and 
dedicated  in  their  faith  and  service. 

Dr.  Heaton,  pastor,  is  earning  on  the  traditions  of  the  former 
leaders  for  he,  too,  is  interested  in  denominational  work.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Biblical  Recorder  in 
1960,  vice-moderator  of  Raleigh  Baptist  Association,  and  a 
trustee  of  Southeastern  Theological  Seminary  in  1 962-1 972.  He 
also  wrote  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  19~2  and  1974 
Senior  Adult  Quarterly  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  five  sermons  in  the  19~4 
Zondervan  Pastors'  Manual,  and  will  write  more  sermons  in 
1975  and  1976. 

Dr.  Heaton  is  a  personable  pastor,  sincere  and  kind.  He  is 
known  throughout  the  land  for  his  scholarship  and  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures,  which  he  is  able  to  interpret  plain  and  true. 
His  e~  ery  action  shows  his  love  for  winning  souls  to  Christ.  He 
has  cheered  the  sick  in  their  homes  and  in  hospitals,  counselled 
the  lonely  and  disturbed,  and  comforted  the  bereaved.  He  has 
inspired  all  to  live  a  good  life.  Surely.  God  prepared  this  man  to 
be  His  servant. 

A  sturdy  and  handsome  old  building,  known  as  the  Taber- 
nacle Baptist  Church,  stands  on  the  corner  of  Person  and  Har- 
gett  Streets.  It  has  stood  there  for  many  a  year,  but  the  building 
itself  is  only  the  material  home  of  a  congregation  of  Christian 
people  who  serv  e  and  worship  the  Lord  there.  Through  the  years 
many  have  come  and  gone,  but  each  has  left  his  ever  so  little 
imprint;  each  has  cast  his  own  shadow.  In  the  course  of  time, 
Dr.  James  F.  Heaton  came  along  to  make  his  imprint  and  cast 
his  long  shadow  as  he  preaches  The  W  ord  to  all  his  people.  He 
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holds  high  the  torch  which  has  been  passed  to  him  by  other 
bearers,  and  he  is  going  forth,  lighting  the  way,  this  Centennial 
Year. 

THE  LIGHTER  SIDE 

As  with  all  organizations  there  has  to  be  a  time  of  the  lighter 
side  with  only  a  few  being  listed  below. 

In  the  days  prior  to  the  time  the  church  was  air  conditioned, 
cooling  was  done  with  the  aid  of  a  large  fan  at  one  end  of  the 
choir  loft.  In  order  to  help  combat  the  heat  the  choir  members 
would  take  off  their  street  clothes  before  putting  on  their  choir 
robes.  One  of  the  fine  bassos  of  the  choir  stood  up  and  somehow 
his  robe  became  entangled  in  the  fan  blades  which,  of  course, 
removed  about  the  lower  third  of  the  robe.  Needless  to  say  that 
curtailed  the  aforementioned  practice. 

Then  there  was  the  time  that  Dr.  Potter  gave  the  invitation 
at  the  close  of  the  service  and  one  of  the  ladies  who  came  for- 
ward responded  to  his  question  "How  do  you  come?"  by  reply- 
ing, "By  bus." 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  members  of  Tabernacle,  (which 
is  a  friendly  church),  like  to  talk  in  the  auditorium  prior  to 
the  preacher's  message.  After  Mrs.  Sutter  started  the  prelude, 
which  started  out  softly  and  gradually  built  up  to  full  volume 
with  the  talk  increasing  in  tempo  and  volume  right  along  with 
her,  the  music  came  to  a  rest  and  one  lady  was  heard  to  say  above 
all,  "I  cook  mine  in  deep  fat." 

Back  in  the  late  30's  a  thief  broke  into  the  church  and 
"cracked"  the  safe.  From  the  thorough  job  he  did  on  it  he  must 
have  taken  some  time  to  accomplish  the  job.  Being  the  good 
Baptists  that  we  are,  he  was  rewarded  for  his  effort  with  one  old 
silver  dollar. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  century  while  the  church  still  used 
opera  chairs,  a  very  faithful  deacon  died.  Now  this  deacon 
always  sat  in  the  same  chair  as  so  many  still  do.  The  church 
wanted  to  show  their  respect  for  him  so  the  first  Sunday  after 
his  death  they  draped  a  black  cloth  over  his  chair. 

We  usually  think  of  pollution  as  a  modern  problem.  This  is 
not  necessarily  so.  A  group  of  the  deacons  was  appointed  to  ap- 
pear before  the  city  commissioners  to  see  what  could  be  done 
about  prohibiting  the  parking  of  horse-drawn  vehicles  around  the 
church.  The  odor  was  rather  offensive  and  not  conducive  to  a 
pleasant  atmosphere  desirable  for  a  worship  service. 
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Many  of  our  members  may  not  have  noticed  the  pipe  studs 
on  the  walls  of  our  sanctuary.  These  are  only  mementoes  we 
have  of  the  gas  lights  once  used  in  our  church. 

The  individual  communion  cups  were  first  used  April  16, 
1902,  with  254  members  present.  Prior  to  that  time  the  large 
cups  were  passed  from  one  member  to  the  next. 

Although  it  is  included  here  on  the  lighter  section,  the  follow- 
ing incident  was  serious  business  when  it  occurred.  March  3, 
1882  saw  the  following  resolution  introduced. 

"Whereas,  there  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  Cornet  Horn  in  the  music  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  School,  and  at  least  one  of  our  members  has  quit  the 
Sunday  School  on  account  of  the  use  of  the  Cornet  Horn,  and  as 
no  vote  has  been  taken  on  its  introduction  into  the  church  and 
Sunday  School,  and  some  claim  that  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  church  are  opposed  to  its  use  in  the  church  and  Sunday 
School. 

Resolved,  that  the  use  of  the  Cornet  Horn  in  the  music  of 
this  church  and  Sunday  School  be  approved/' 

After  attempts  to  table  the  resolution  failed  it  was  adopted. 
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EPITOME 

In  the  preceeding  historical  account  much  has  been  said  about 
the  accomplishments  of  the  church  under  the  direction  of  its 
pastors.  Much  has  taken  place  in  our  history  which  has  not  been 
included  due  to  the  lack  of  space.  We  would  like  here  to  give 
just  a  brief  resume  of  some  of  these  activities. 

Sunday  School  has  played  a  most  important  part  in  the 
establishment  and  successful  growth  of  our  church.  It  is  well 
worth  noting  that  during  the  100  years  we  have  had  only  eight 
superintendents.  In  the  early  days  of  the  church  Sunday  School 
was  the  backbone  of  the  church.  It  was  well  ahead  of  the  times, 
being  the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  South  to  have  a  department- 
alized Sunday  School.  It  was  also  the  first  Sunday  School  in  the 
South  to  organize  a  Baraca  class.  One  of  the  most  famous  de- 
partments would,  of  course,  have  to  be  listed  as  the  Primary  De- 
partment, under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Joe  and  Miss  Ida  Weathers. 
In  all  probability,  this  department  ministered  to  more  children 
than  any  other  one  department,  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Joe  and 
Miss  Ida  being  spread  over  a  large  part  of  the  world  as  the  grad- 
uates from  this  department  scattered,  especially  during  the  war 
years.  Mr.  Joe's  unique  way  of  using  the  sand-table  to  illustrate 
his  Sunday  School  lessons  will  be  recalled  by  many.  The  Sunday 
School  has  continued  to  be  a  strong  factor  in  church  organization. 
The  young  people's  department  was  large  and  very  active  over 
the  years,  taking  part  in  many  facets  of  the  church  and  having 
many  activities  other  than  just  Sunday  School.  One  of  these 
memorable  activities  for  many  that  passed  through  this  depart- 
ment was  the  annual  Sweetheart  Banquet  where  elaborate  deco- 
rations and  programs,  all  prepared  by  the  young  people  them- 
selves, were  held  in  the  dining  hall  under  the  main  auditorium. 
These  elaborate  banquets  were  discontinued  sometime  in  the  50's. 
The  Sunday  School  has  promoted  the  graded  program,  the  uni- 
fied budget  plan,  and  certainly  can  be  recognized  as  the  educa- 
tion body  of  the  church. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  church  there  was  an  organization  of 
young  men  which  was  of  great  service  to  the  church.  They 
worked  very  diligently  in  the  mission  work  and  eventually  in- 
vited a  group  of  ladies  to  join  the  organization.  This  group  can 
be  considered  a  forerunner  of  the  Brotherhood  organization  which 
came  into  existence  at  a  much  later  date  and  which  has  also 
been  an  active  arm  of  the  church. 
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Certainly  the  B.  Y.  P.  U.  cannot  be  overlooked,  for  this  has 
truly  been  a  training  organization  through  the  years.  Never  has 
this  organization  reached  the  size  of  the  Sunday  School,  but  as 
has  been  said,  "Training  Union  is  like  taking  graduate  work 
after  completion  of  the  basic  education  obtained  in  Sunday 
School/'  Tabernacle  was  the  first  Baptist  church  in  North  Car- 
olina to  organize  a  Junior  B.  Y.  P.  U.  group. 

The  W.  M.  U.  was  one  of  the  early  organizations  of  the 
church  as  the  women  took  an  active  role  in  the  church  work. 
Quite  a  bit  of  information  has  already  been  recorded  attributing 
work  to  this  fine  organization:  The  record  of  outstanding  activity 
within  one  month  s  report  and  the  support  of  the  soup  kitchen 
venture.  They  also  were  active  in  the  work  which  helped  to 
establish  the  new  churches  in  the  area.  The  W.  M.  U.  was  the 
mainstay  in  the  support  of  adopted  missionaries  prior  to  the  time 
of  the  unified  budget.  Truly  this  outstanding  organization  will 
have  much  to  contribute  in  the  next  100  years  to  see  that  the 
work  of  Christ  continues. 

One  very  strong  organization  existed  in  our  church  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  was  the  Boy  Scouts.  The  first  Boy  Scout 
Troop  in  the  state  was  organized  by  E.  R.  Carroll,  a  deacon  and 
leader  in  the  youth  movement.  This  group  grew  into  a  very  large 
organization  with  over  90  members  taking  part  in  a  camping 
trip  from  only  one  troop. 

There  are  many  other  smaller  organizations  in  the  church  and 
many  outstanding  members  have  come  and  gone  with  some  still 
remaining.  Solely  for  lack  of  space  and  fear  of  oversight  we  are 
not  referring  to  names  of  faithful  laymen  that  have  served  our 
church  well.  Their  reward  has  and  will  continue  to  come  from 
THE  MASTER  WHOM  THEY  SERVE.  Our  church  has  truly 
been  blessed  with  men  who  are  willing  to  stand  for  their  beliefs 
and  to  move  forward  in  the  work  of  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

The  Church  has  been  very  active  in  promoting  and  encourag- 
ing men  to  answer  God's  call  into  the  gospel  ministry.  The 
records  show  many  who  have  been  ordained  or  licensed  to  preach. 
Also  there  have  been  a  good  number  of  our  members  serving  in 
the  missionary  work.  For  this  fine  response  we  are  eternally 
grateful. 
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AND  TOMORROW 

Yes,  Tabernacle  has  a  heritage  strong  and  deep.  Others  have 
labored  and  we  have  entered  into  their  labors.  Their  example 
challenges  us  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  loyalty 
to  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ  and  recorded  in 
the  New  Testament.  History  reveals  both  strong  points  and  weak- 
nesses. Let  us  dedicate  ourselves  as  did  those  Christians  to  the 
service  of  the  Master,  profit  from  their  mistakes,  and  fulfill  their 
motto,  "A  Greater  and  More  Perfect  Tabernacle." 

God's  purposes  will  be  accomplished.  No  man  is  a  failure 
who  does  the  will  of  God.  We  do  not  know  what  the  future 
holds,  but  we  do  know  that  God  holds  the  future.  A  master 
weaver  can  weave  threads  of  varying  strengths  and  colors  into  a 
beautiful  work  of  art.  The  Master  Weaver  is  weaving  the  threads 
of  our  lives  into  some  grand  design. 

Our  Lord's  commission  is  plain,  "Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe 
all  that  I  have  commanded  you."  (Matt.  28:19-20a  RSV).  The 
promise  is  sure,  "and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the  close  of  the 
age."  (Matt.  28:20b  RSV). 


i 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 
November  13-17 


WEDNESDAY 

7:30  P.M.  —  Historical  Pageant,  written  and  directed  by  Mrs. 

Carolyn  Robinson.  —  Members  of  the  church  will 
portray  in  six  different  scenes  important  persons 
and  events  in  the  history  of  the  church. 


THURSDAY 

12:00  Noon  —  Mrs.  Forrest  Feezor  will  speak  at  the  noon  lunch- 
eon for  the  Baptist  Women. 

7:30  P.M.  —  Graded  Choirs  participating  —  Rev.  Harold  I. 
Shoemaker,  soloist  and  speaker. 


FRIDAY 

7:30  P.M. —  Dr.  James  S.  Potter,  speaker. 

SATURDAY 

7:30  P.M. -Youth  Night -Drama,  Folk  Musical  -  Recep- 
tion for  everyone 


SUNDAY 

9:30  A.M.  —  Worship  Service  —  Dr.  E.  Gibson  Davis,  speaker. 

11:00  A.M. —  Worship  Service  —  Dr.  Forrest  Feezor,  speaker. 

12:00  Noon  —  An  old-fashioned  basket  dinner  will  be  served  in 
Carroll  Hall  and  adjacent  areas  —  Church  mem- 
bers will  bring  baskets  of  food. 

2:00  P.M.  —  An  informal  period  led  by  our  pastor  with  church 
leaders  participating  to  reflect  on  highlights  down 
through  the  years.  Speakers:  Mrs.  John  A.  Ellis, 
Mrs.  F.  Orion  Mixon,  and  Mrs.  Forrest  Feezor. 


CREDITS 

Appreciation  is  expressed  for  the  church  clerks  who  have  kept  ac- 
curate records  through  the  years,  thus  making  possible  accumulation  of 
most  of  the  information  contained  herein. 

Our  thanks  go  to  those  who  have  contributed  information  to  the 
authors,  adding  first-hand  information  to  the  sometimes  sketchy  facts 
known. 

Recognition  is  given  to  the  following,  from  which  some  information 
was  used:  "History  of  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh,  N.  C."  by 
J.  Melville  Broughton,  1924. 

"Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  1874- 1937" -Author  un- 
known. 

The  color  photos  were  made  and  donated  by  Charles  Jones. 
The  art  work  on  the  cover  was  donated  by  Phil  Killette. 


